
Research Question

In Germany, the courts defi ne child support obligations in so-called 
child support guidelines, which are subject to periodic revision. The 
present study seeks to ascertain the question of whether non-resident 
parents modify their behavior in response to a €10 increase in their 
monthly child support obligations.
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Table 1: Extract from the 2009 Düsseldorf Guideline

Figure 1: Causal diagram for (re)marriage as an example

Table 2: Main changes in the Düsseldorf Guidelines from 1985-2013

Table 3: FE-IV (2SLS) regressions for 

having new biological children of 

parents younger than 50 years of age

Data & Empirical Strategy

The German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) data from 1984-2013
Individual fi xed-effects instrumental variable models

Results

A €10 increase in a parent’s 
monthly child support obli-
gation is associated with a 
reduction in the likelihood of 
having more biological chil-
dren by about 0.39 percen-
tage points (at about 3% at 
sample mean) for parents 
younger than 50 years old.
There is only weak eviden-
ce for a positive (re) marriage 
incentive.
I fi nd no change in child care 
hours, on average.
Changes in obligations are 
uncorrelated with parents’ 
short-term labor supply 
adjustment.
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